ALBERTA WILDERNESS ASSOCIATION

"Defending Wild Alberta through Awareness and Action”

Hon. Todd Loewen

Minister of Forestry and Parks

Government of Alberta

By e-mail: FP.Minister@gov.ab.ca, Todd.Loewen@gov.ab.ca

To the honourable Todd Loewen, Minister of Forestry and Parks:

Alberta Wilderness Association (AWA) is writing to restate concerns on the recent changes
made to hunting, trapping and wildlife management in Alberta. Founded in 1965, AWA strives
to help Albertans understand the intrinsic values that wildlife and wilderness provide and
encourages communities to participate in conservation initiatives that will ensure a legacy for
future generations. With over 10,000 members and supporters in Alberta and across Canada,
AWA is dedicated to conserving and protecting Alberta’s wilderness.

We previously wrote to inquire about the evidence supporting these changes and have not
received a satisfactory response to these letters. Albertans have a right to transparency and
accountability in government decisions. We demand that this right is respected. Any data,
research, evidence, or consultations that informed these decisions must be released to the
public. We ask that wildlife management decisions are science-based and allow for sustainable
populations levels consistent with achieving conservation goals. Where evidence fails to
support these decisions, they must be rescinded.

Below, we reiterate issues of concern, specific letters sent, questions posed, and areas we did
not receive a satisfactory response.

Cougar quotas

April 8, 2024 — AWA wrote to inquire about the decision to increase female cougar hunting
qguotas by 125 percent. We requested the studies and consultations that influenced the
decision to increase quotas be shared. We also asked if there were plans to monitor the effects
of this change on cougar populations and the environment.

May 7, 2024 — AWA received a response stating that the province aims to “maintain healthy
populations, reduce human cougar conflicts, and provide recreational hunting opportunities.”
The letter also states that “some stakeholders believe cougar numbers are unacceptably high.”

There were no studies or data provided to justify the quota increase, and the specific
stakeholders consulted were not shared.
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December 11, 2024 — AWA wrote to oppose the expansion of cougar hunting areas, including
into Cypress Hills Provincial Park. We requested the following information:

1. Provide evidence for the need to cull cougar populations in Alberta.

2. Provide evidence that supports the use of hunting to manage human-cougar conflicts.

3. Provide documentation of consultations with stakeholders, biologists and experts.

4. Release data related to the monitoring of cougar populations and other wildlife publicly.
We have not received a response on this issue.

It has since been revealed that there was no scientific evidence behind these changes, and that
the stakeholders consulted consisted of only hunter groups?. Given this lack of justification and
broad public consultation, the decision must be rescinded, and science-based limits be enacted.

Grizzly bears

August 21, 2024 — AWA wrote to oppose changes to the Wildlife Act enabling “wildlife
management responders” to kill grizzly bears, considered Threatened in Alberta. We requested
the following information:

1. Provide the scientific report to back up the claim in the July 9, 2024 Government of
Alberta news release that there are more than 1,150 grizzly bears in Alberta.

2. Make public the data on human-grizzly bear conflicts and human-caused grizzly bear
mortality.

3. Explain why you did not provide an opportunity for grizzly bear experts and the general
public to weigh in on these policy changes.

4. Explain why the recommendations outlined in the Alberta Grizzly Bear Recovery Plan are
not being implemented.

November 7, 2024 — AWA received a response addressing the need for safety and emphasizing
grizzly bear and bear attacks that have occurred recently, although failing to provide sources for
these attacks. The need for public education and habitat enhancement was acknowledged, and
we were promised that “Alberta’s Grizzly Bear Recovery Plan remains in place.”

We were not provided with evidence for the new grizzly bear population numbers, and the
lack of public or expert consultation was not addressed.

1 Anderson, D. June 16, 2025. The Narwhal: ‘Not based on science’: documents show internal government
scramble to expand Alberta cougar hunt. Retrieved September 17, 2025 from: https://thenarwhal.ca/alberta-
cougar-hunting-documents/
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Furbearer trapping

November 19, 2025 — AWA wrote to oppose the removal of trapping limits on sensitive
furbearer species, including wolverine, fisher, river otter and Canada lynx. We presented
evidence that wolverine and fisher were already declining, and river otter and lynx are at risk of
overharvesting. We further showed that the quota was not valid for the year, as it was in
violation of the requirements for quota establishment outlined in Alberta’s Wildlife Regulation.
Based on this information, we requested:

1. Immediately revise the Alberta guide to trapping regulations, and reinstate limitations
on furbearing animals.

2. Make a public statement about the mistake and reinstatement of limitations, and take
appropriate steps to notify trappers.

3. Provide documentation of any consultations leading to these changes.

4. Set trapping quotas for wolverine, fisher, river otter and Canada lynx populations based
on scientific evidence and provide this evidence. If evidence is based on trapping
records, explain how these records accurately describe species populations.

5. Seek public consultation and expert opinions, and publicly announce all future changes
to hunting or trapping regulations.

December 20, 2024 — AWA received a response on “how Alberta manages wildlife.” The letter
focuses heavily on trapping of wolves, humane trapping standards and the use of bounties to
incentivize wolf hunting.

The reply does not address our concerns on the lifting of trapping limits for sensitive
furbearers, provide scientific evidence to support this change, nor respond to our requests.

Hunting regulations

May 5, 2025 — AWA and Exposed Wildlife Conservancy wrote to express our concerns with
wildlife management decisions made in the past year. We requested the following decisions be
rescinded:

e More than doubling of female cougar quotas.

e Adding six additional Cougar Management Areas and setting quotas in these new areas
to non-zero numbers.

e Expanding the Minister’s Special Licence species and seasons, particularly for at-risk
species like mountain goats.

e Allowing public hunting of “problem” grizzly bears, a Threatened species.

e Lifting quotas on sensitive furbearing species like wolverines, fishers, Canada lynx and
river otters
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With this letter, we provided 35 pages of evidence, including several statements from
independent biologists, showing these changes to be unsustainable and harmful to wildlife
populations. We show the lack of scientific evidence and public consultation and question the
motives behind the decisions.

We have not received a response to this letter.

August 15, 2025 — AWA wrote to express concerns over significant changes to Alberta’s hunting
regulations. We particularly expressed concern for the hunting of black bears using off-leash
dogs, the wasting of double-crested cormorants, and the additional extension of hunting
seasons. We asked that these changes were reconsidered.

We have not received a response on this issue.

Albertans deserve a government that upholds their rights to transparency and accountability.
Decisions on wildlife management must be based in science and serve the interests of
Albertans. These decisions must be publicly consulted on and announced, with clear scientific
evidence to justify their application. Hallmarks of science for wildlife management include
measurable objectives, evidence, transparency and independent review?, all of which are
missing from the current Alberta framework. Therefore, we request that the evidence,
justification and consultation behind recent decisions be released; unsustainable regulations
must be altered to align with the best available science.

Harvest limits and quotas set based on accurate population data are necessary to prevent
overharvest and ensure these species survive into the future. Overharvest, through hunting,
trapping and other methods, was a major cause of historic decline in many species, including
grizzly bears, otters, and lynx. When restrictions are not appropriate, we risk losing our wild
species. Without wildlife, these traditions of hunting, trapping and other harvest will be unable
to continue.

We look forward to your response addressing these issues and the questions we have posed.
Sincerely,

ALBERTA WILDERNESS ASSOCIATION

Ruiping Luo
Conservation Specialist

2 Artelle, K. A., Reynolds, J. D., Treves, A., Walsh, J. C., Paquet, P. C., & Darimont, C. T. (2018). Hallmarks of science
missing from North American wildlife management. Science Advances, 4(3), eaao0167.
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Cc:

Sarah Elmeligi, Shadow Minister for the Environment (Banff.kananaskis@assembly.ab.ca)

Danielle Smith, Premier of Alberta (premier@gov.ab.ca)

Rebecca Schulz, Minister of Environment and Protected Areas (epa.minister@gov.ab.ca)

Office of the Ethics Commissioner of Alberta (info@ethicscommissioner.ab.ca)
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