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ALBERTA WILDERNESS ASSOCIATION

"Defending Wild Alberta through Awareness and Action”

August 26, 2025

Richard Phillips, P.Eng.

General Manager

Bow River Irrigation District

704 -7 Ave N

Vauxhall, AB TOK 2K0

By email: richard.phillips@brid.ca

Dear Mr. Phillips,

We are writing today to ask for your assistance to help the MD of Taber pause planned
conversion of environmentally significant intact native grasslands for irrigation (media release
attached).

We are requesting the Bow River Irrigation District collaborate with the province, Vauxhall Stock
Grazing Association, the MD of Taber, and conservation organizations to conserve these
grasslands for the long-term.

The South Saskatchewan Regional Plan, in its comments on agriculture, emphasises the
important role of native rangelands to agriculture and the environment:

“In addition to cultivated lands, the region also has significant native rangelands that not only
support the livestock sector, but provide many environmental benefits (such as maintaining
the ecological health of the native prairie). The stewardship role of the holders of grazing
dispositions has been essential in maintaining the value of these landscapes. Grazing has
significant economic importance for the province’s livestock industry — within the South
Saskatchewan Region there are more than 2,500 public grazing dispositions that annually
provide approximately 925,000 Animal Unit Months of grazing. These grazing dispositions
continue to support the operational sustainability of many of the livestock producers and
rural communities throughout the region.”

The South Saskatchewan Regional Plan cautioned on the scarcity of water resources in this
area:

“The Approved Water Management Plan for the South Saskatchewan River Basin
recognizes that the limit of water resources has been reached in the Bow, Oldman and
South Saskatchewan River sub-basins. This plan establishes water conservation objectives

455 — 12 Street NW, Calgary, AB T2N 1Y9
Phone 403.283.2025 Fax 403.270.2743 awa@abwild.ca www.AlbertaWilderness.ca


http://www.albertawilderness.ca/
mailto:richard.phillips@brid.ca

for these three sub-basins and prohibits new applications of surface water except for certain
uses in accordance with the Bow, Oldman and South Saskatchewan River Basin Water
Allocation Order.”

Protection of these grasslands and their continued stewardship by the Vauxhall Stock Grazing
Association contributes to a key outcome and strategic direction of the SSRP which is that
“biodiversity and ecosystem function are sustained through shared stewardship.”

The plan notes that the impacts of multiple land-use demands and pressure must be managed
through an integrated approach. The plan also prioritizes conservation of intact native
grasslands both on public and private land given their importance for biodiversity conservation
and habitat connectivity:

“Opportunities for further conservation management approaches, including the
potential for additional conservation areas, in areas of grasslands will be explored
using a collaborative approach. . . This collaborative approach will include discussions with
stakeholders and will also build on the work of partners in the region such as grazing
associations, conservation organizations, local organizations and other stewardship groups.’

Z

“The commitment to maintaining areas of intact native grasslands will contribute to
maintaining the habitat for the majority of species currently designated as at risk in Alberta.
Enhancing and restoring native grassland habitat to contribute to the recovery of key
species such as greater sage grouse, swift fox and pronghorn antelope will support many
other species. Programs and initiatives that have been in place to address recovery of
species at risk are important and will continue. This will continue to require the combined
efforts of the grazing community, industry, local governments, recreation users and the
public.”

Further loss of native grasslands may have been exacerbated by the Alberta government’s
direction to expand irrigation while not, at the same time, putting in the necessary safeguards to
protect native grasslands.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Yours truly,

Debborah Donnelly
Executive Director
Alberta Wilderness Association
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ccC.
R. Schulz, Minister of Alberta Environment and Protected Areas

R.J. Sigurdson, Minister of Agriculture and Irrigation

Danielle Smith, Premier of Alberta

Sarah Elmeligi, Opposition Environment Critic

Heather Sweet, Opposition Agriculture Critic

Naheed Nenshi, Leader of the Official Opposition

Kim Davis, Vauxhall Stock Grazing Association

Tamara Miyanaga, Reeve, MD of Taber

Shantel Carels, Executive Director, Alberta Chapter of the Wildlife Society
Cheryl Bradley, Southern Alberta Group for the Environment

Katie Morrison, Executive Director, CPAWS, Southern Alberta Chapter
Cheryl Bozarth Soll, President, Nature Alberta
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