
 

 

Statement: Alberta’s changed conservation easements program will be a
challenge for long-term land and biodiversity protection

July 23, 2025

Alberta Wilderness Association is disappointed with the provincial government’s change to its
conservation easement program that will make it harder for private landowners to protect their
biodiverse properties for generations to come.
 
On July 15, the government of Alberta announced a change to the Land Trust Grant Program —
which supported securing and maintaining conservation easements in perpetuity, or forever. It
has instead launched two new programs to conserve private land in the short term.
 
These programs include the Private Land Conservation Program, which allows for term
easements of up to 50 years, and the Ecosystem Services Grant Program , which provides
funding to maintain and improve “natural assets.” The province will no longer fund perpetual
conservation easements.
 
While AWA is for land conservation, this change is particularly concerning during a time when
long-term conservation funding is sorely needed. Alberta’s wild lands continue to decline with
new development. Now is a time to be conserving large tracts of intact wilderness for many
generations to come, not just one.
 
For many ecosystems, 50 years is a short time. Much of our important and vulnerable native
habitat, such as grasslands, peatlands and old-growth forests, developed over centuries. Once
lost, recovering these ecosystems is costly and not always possible.

https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=93618929FB87F-CCF8-A5E2-EFF831B185C7EE6C
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https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/c94db3da-c329-482f-81af-f3563a7e54ac/resource/0cf9568b-84e8-4553-b5d2-b02916199de5/download/epa-ecosystem-services-grant-program-guide-2025-2026.pdf
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/c94db3da-c329-482f-81af-f3563a7e54ac/resource/0cf9568b-84e8-4553-b5d2-b02916199de5/download/epa-ecosystem-services-grant-program-guide-2025-2026.pdf
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=softerwarebundle&nav=3b27dc29-9c6c-44d6-b9d5-2f9e708be82f


 
“Conservation needs to be considered on longer timescales,” said Ruiping Luo, conservation
specialist with Alberta Wilderness Association. “Many of our most valuable and biodiverse
landscapes are our mature ecosystems. They can’t be created in a few decades, and loss is
often irreversible.”
 
Further, ecosystems and the services they provide are often strongest when they have well-
established ecological communities. These communities often contain higher diversity than
recently disturbed habitats, allowing the various species to cover a range of functions. To
effectively conserve such ancient and sensitive ecosystems, and the many ecosystem services
we rely on, we must work on longer timescales.

AWA supports the new program set to support ecosystem services, particularly the focus on
retention and improvement as it is far more effective to maintain these landscapes than to
recover them once disturbed. However, AWA does caution that the value of ecosystem services
is often dependent on a human perspective, which can shift with different ideologies and our
understanding of the environment. This can introduce instability and inconsistency in long-term
protection.
 
While Alberta’s new easement programs may help in supporting immediate conservation and
enticing landowners to participate, there is a lack of long-term planning, which is vital to the
protection of high biodiversity ecosystems. These new programs should be offered as additional
options and not replace perpetual conservation easements.

Other information
Only Alberta-based land trusts are eligible for funding. This prevents national land trusts
(land trusts that work across Canada) from applying.
Under the new Private Land Conservation Program, multiple and continuous payments
would be needed to maintain lands in terms of conservation easements, rather than a
single payment for perpetual easements. If the land is converted after the end of the term,
that investment can be lost.
As of 2023, the Alberta Land Trust Grant Program has supported 162 properties and
244,908 acres.
In forestry, Alberta’s planning standard indicates a planning horizon of 200 years.
The federal Ecological Gifts program continues as an incentive for landowners
interested in conservation easements.
Ecosystem services are often linked to human economic value. The importance of the
ecosystem is frequently underestimated using this metric, which can overlook indirect
benefits of a healthy ecosystem.
The government of Alberta is investing $10 million, an increase over the $5 million that
was approved for 2025. This still only a fraction of the estimated over $1 billion paid by
Alberta annually (and $29.6 billion paid by Canada in 2024) for fossil fuel subsidies.
Lands already under conservation easements are not eligible for retention payments under
the Ecosystem Services Land Grant. They are eligible for improvement projects.
These programs are funded through taxpayer dollars.

For more information, contact:
Ruiping Luo, (403)283-2025, rluo@abwild.ca

          

Dedicated to the conservation of wilderness and completion of a protected areas network, AWA inspires
communities to care for Alberta's wild spaces through awareness and action.

We live and work across the traditional lands of the First Nations and Métis peoples of Alberta, including Treaties
4, 6, 7, 8 and 10. We express gratitude and respect for these lands and commit to advancing reconciliation with
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