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Kitaskino-Nuwenëné 
Wildland Provincial Park 
Expansion

AWA welcomes the large expansion 
of the Kitaskino Nuwenëné Wildland 
Provincial Park, approved by the Alberta 
government in late January 2022. Led 
by Mikisew Cree First Nation (MCFN), 
the governments of Canada and Alberta, 
Indigenous communities and three oil 
sands companies were involved in a  
significant collaborative effort that 
achieved this expansion, 

Kitaskino Nuwenëné Wildland Provincial 
Park (KN WPP) is directly south of Wood 
Buffalo National Park, adjacent to Birch 
River and Richardson Wildland Provincial 
Parks. The expansion area covers 1520 
km2 (see map) or about 16 townships, 
which roughly doubles the total Kitaskino  
Nuwenëné area to 3150 km2. 

The expansion area consists of boreal 
highlands and almost entirely overlaps 
with the range of the threatened Red 
Earth woodland caribou population. It 
greatly enlarges the protected lands that 
are directly connected to Birch River 

Wildland Provincial Park to the west. 
This northern boreal landscape includes 
areas that are very sensitive to mechanised 
disturbance, including extensive peat 
wetlands that are important for watershed 
connectivity and carbon storage. From  
a watershed perspective, it will protect 
more lands south of Wood Buffalo  
National Park whose waters flow into the 
Peace Athabasca Delta. The Delta is one 
of the world’s largest freshwater deltas, 
supporting globally significant wildlife 
populations.

AWA supports the management intent 
prioritising ecological conservation and 
the exercise of Indigenous treaty rights 
and traditional land-use activities. AWA 
has urged that only minimal roads and 
trails be considered, and that restoration 
of legacy linear disturbance be included  
in management plans and funding. 
Reclamation of these areas, once they are 
disturbed, is expensive and requires long 
timelines with uncertain success. AWA 
believes the intent of ‘creating backcountry 
recreation opportunities for Albertans’ 
can be compatible but must be the third 

priority after ecological conservation and 
the exercise of Indigenous treaty rights 
and traditional land-use activities. For 
non-indigenous tourism and recreation, 
we support low impact, sustainable 
wilderness-oriented recreation. To date, 
public access is fly-in only, authorized 
on a case-by-case basis by Alberta Parks. 
Permitted recreation activities in KN WPP 
now include backcountry hiking, random 
backcountry camping, hunting, fishing 
and snowmobiling. 

Notably, MCFN announced that its 
collaborative discussions have entered 
another phase. It is now focused on the 
protection of additional bison habitat and 
increasing the connectivity of the parts 
of the park on each side of the Athabasca 
River. The creation of KN WPP in March 
2019 was a result of Mikisew Cree First 
Nation initiating collaborative discussions 
with other Indigenous communities, 
industry and government. In Phase 2, 
which Alberta has just approved, Atha-
basca Oil Corporation, Cenovus and most 
recently Burgess Canadian Resources 
surrendered Crown mineral agreements 
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to enable the expansion. 
“It is great to see this expansion become 

a reality,” said MCFN Chief Peter Powder 
in MCFN’s news release. “Expanding this 
protected area is part of our vision for 
Peace Athabasca Delta, North America’s 
largest inland river delta, and important 
resources such as the woodland caribou 
and wood bison. We respectfully  
acknowledge our elders for the wisdom 
they shared in helping us identify these 
watersheds for protection and we are 

proud future generations will benefit 
from their foresight.”

AWA strongly encourages the Alberta 
government to move forward on  
establishing meaningful cooperative  
management of Kitaskino Nuwenëné 
with Indigenous communities. That 
should include, but not be limited to, 
a co-governance arrangement, as well 
as planning and funding to support the 
training and retention of Indigenous 
guardians and parks staff.

The proposed expansion of this ‘buffer 
zone’ Wildland Provincial Park is an 
important step in addressing one of the 
shortcomings in federal-provincial  
management of the Peace-Athabasca 
Delta, as identified in 2017 by UNESCO 
investigators. More issues remain to 
adequately manage cumulative impacts 
and risks from oil sands and hydroelectric 
industries to the Peace-Athabasca Delta.

– Carolyn Campbell,
AWA Conservation Director


