Greetings From Your New Executive Director
July 24, 2021

On July 1st, I moved into the position of AWA’s Executive Director. I’m very
excited to have the opportunity AWA’s Board gave me to fill Christyann’s very
large shoes. I wanted to take a few moments here to introduce myself to you.
I’ve been part of AWA, in one incarnation or another, for close to 20 years now.
Longtime readers of Wild Lands Advocate will know I’ve been editing your
magazine since 2009.
I was a professor of political science at the University of Alberta from 1987 until
2020. My work on forestry and petroleum were the research highlights of those

years. That research generated conference papers, peer-reviewed book
chapters, and the books The Last Great Forest: Japanese Multinationals and
Alberta’s Northern Forests (with Larry Pratt) and Costly Fix: Power, Politics and
Nature in the Tar Sands. Costly Fix was shortlisted for the 2019 Donald V.
Smiley Prize, the prize awarded by the Canadian Political Science Association
for the best book in any field of political science.
My research also opened the door to several visiting professor appointments: a
Northern Momentum Teacher/Scholar position at the University of Alaska
Fairbanks, a Visiting Fulbright Research Chair in Canadian Studies at Portland
State University, and a John A. Sproul Research Fellowship in Canadian
Studies at the University of California, Berkeley.
Teaching was a very rewarding part of my life at the University of Alberta and
I’m very proud to have received a Faculty of Arts Undergraduate Teaching
Award. One of my main goals in the classroom was to encourage my students
to appreciate how central politics would be to their future and how important it is
to be engaged citizens. Ralph Nader may have summarized this intent best: “If
you’re not turned onto politics, politics will turn on you.”
I bring a very partisan outlook to the Executive Director’s position. But, it’s not a
political party partisanship. Rather, I’m a partisan for a cause – a healthy
natural world. Nature is my constituency. Nature is what my work stands up for.
I don’t think I could have found a better place to pursue that ambition than here
at AWA.
With your help and continued support, I look forward to doing my utmost to
ensure we leave a healthy natural world for those who follow us.
Sincerely,
Ian
PS - the photo above is from one of the most gratifying experiences I have
experienced so far as Executive Director - thanking you for your support
through either the Annual Appeal or AWA's Adventures for Wilderness program.
PSS – Today’s Calgary Herald published my rebuttal to the criticism of the
Grassy Mountain decision that the Coal Association’s Robin Campbell
published there a week ago today. Here’s a link to the rebuttal:
https://calgaryherald.com/opinion/columnists/opinion-the-grassy-mountaindecision-anything-but-incomprehensible
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