
News Release: Government Plans to Remove
164 Sites from Parks System

Tolman Bridge Campground (pictured), one of the 20 sites that the government is
proposing to fully or partially close. Photo © Alberta Wilderness Association

The provincial government has announced a plan to remove 164 of 473 sites
from the Alberta Parks system, including 19 Provincial Parks and Natural
Areas, in addition to a full or partial closure of 20 sites. AWA has serious
concern with the removal of sites from the parks system due to the important
recreational and ecological values these areas provide; this decision will almost
certainly mean their protected area status will be threatened. 
  
"The government statement that the 164 sites are 'mainly small and
underutilized provincial recreation areas' underplays the conservation and
recreation values that these areas provide; in fact, many of these sites are well-
loved and incredibly popular," said Grace Wark, Conservation Specialist, "the
public should have been consulted before this plan was pushed forward." 

https://www.alberta.ca/changes-to-alberta-parks-2020.aspx


Wark added, "The statement buries the government’s plan to remove nine
Natural Areas and ten Provincial Parks from Alberta’s protected areas network,
which provide critical ecological and recreational values. At a time when Alberta
has committed to a national initiative (Canada Target 1) to achieve 17%
protection of provincial lands, it’s irresponsible to be removing parks and
protected areas from our network." 

Sites to be removed from the system include:

Ten Provincial Parks: Kinbrook Island, Tillebrook, Park Lake,
Williamson, Gooseberry Lake, Little Fish Lake, Rochon Sands, O’Brien,
Red Lodge, and Strathcona Science
Nine Natural Areas: Wildcat Island, Clifford E. Lee, Northwest of
Bruderheim, Riverlot 56, J.J. Collett, Sheep Creek, Highwood River, Cow
Lake, and Sherwood Park
And 146 Provincial Recreation Areas, such as Big Elbow, Kakwa River
and Wild Horse

You can read the full list of areas proposed for removal here (download):
https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/ep-optimizing-alberta-parks.pdf 

For more information, contact: 
Grace Wark, Alberta Wilderness Association, 403.283.2025
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