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Hon. Frank Oberle 
Minister of Sustainable Resource Development 
#404 Legislative Building 
10800 97 Avenue 
Edmonton, AB T5K 2B6 
Email: peace.river@assembly.ab.ca 
 
Hon. Ted Morton 
Minister of Energy 
#323 Legislature Building 
10800-97 Avenue 
Edmonton, AB T5K 2B6 
Email: foothills.rockyview@assembly.ab.ca 

November 10, 2011 
 
Dear Minister Oberle and Minister Morton, 
 
I am writing on behalf of Alberta Wilderness Association (AWA) in response to the recent purchase of Grande 
Cache Coal (GCC) by Winsway Coking Coal Holdings Ltd. and Marubeni Corp. As you know, AWA is the oldest 
wilderness conservation group in Alberta, dedicated to the completion of a protected areas network across the 
province and the conservation of wilderness areas in Alberta. Coal leases currently held by Alberta-based GCC 
cover more than 22,000 hectares in the Smoky River coal field of north western Alberta. The Smoky River coal 
fields are directly adjacent to the Kakwa wilderness area, of which AWA has actively sought formal protection 
and preservation since the 1960’s. Kakwa is a wilderness area of provincial significance. It contains more than 
19 species of rare plants and provides habitat to grizzly bears, wolves, and ungulates, including the largest 
mountain goat herd in Alberta. It is also an important migration corridor for the endangered woodland 
caribou.  
 
In addition, within AWA’s Kakwa area of concern lies Caw Ridge, an astounding alpine ridge noted as being one 
of the six remaining biological hotspots in the Rocky Mountain region, and a meeting place for flora and fauna 
found in both the northern and southern Canadian Rockies. As with the rest of the Kakwa wilderness area, Caw 
Ridge provides habitat to a full range of alpine carnivores and ungulates, rodents and songbirds, wildflowers 
and lichens, insects and spiders. Threatened mammal species such as the woodland caribou, grizzly bear and 
wolverine, make their home on Caw Ridge, all of which require large tracts of intact habitat free from 
industrial activity. Its many streams and waterways are home to the bull trout, grayling and mountain 
whitefish, all designated as vulnerable species in Alberta.  
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Figure1. Map showing the environmentally significant Caw Ridge (left) and AWA’s Kakwa area of concern (right).   

 
AWA has repeatedly requested that the Alberta government conduct a transparent public inquiry into the 
cumulative effects of coal mining and other resource extraction activities upon these sensitive areas, in order 
to inform the management direction that will best serve public interest. As you both may know, a cumulative 
impacts assessment has never been completed for this region, despite the fact there has been over 40 years of 
mining in this coal field. Open pit coal mining is an extremely disturbance-intensive form of resource 
extraction, the impact of which cannot be offset by any level of environmental mitigation strategies. Minister 
Morton will remember a number of letters and requests from AWA regarding the Caw Ridge area, also known 
as “Alberta’s Serengeti”, during his tenure as Minister of SRD. 
 
AWA has worked directly with the coal extraction companies previously operating in the area, and hopes to 
foster a similar working relationship with the new operators, but also continues to advocate for provincially 
legislated protection of this region that recognizes its ecological significance.  
 
In a letter written to AWA in January, 2011, GCC Environment Manager Bernd Martens stated that GCC was in 
the process of establishing a local environmental monitoring committee to address public and stakeholder 
concerns about the recently approved No.12 South B2 underground mine. The “No.12 South B2 Underground 
Mine Environmental Monitoring Committee” was meant to be composed of community representatives and 
key stakeholders, including the Aseniwuche Winewak Nation of Canada, the Métis Nation of Alberta, and the 
mine employees union. Martens offered AWA a seat on said committee and we have since arranged for a 
qualified AWA member to participate. The committee has not met at this time. In light of the recent sale of 
GCC, we request that as the new Ministers of Sustainable Resource Development and of Energy, you ensure 
that methods of consultation that give the public the opportunity to engage in the management of land and 
resources held in trust by the provincial government on behalf of all Albertan’s, are integrated into new 
company operations and development approvals.  
 
We hope you take this opportunity to evaluate the major anthropogenic disturbance which accompanies coal 
extraction, and re-evaluate coal mining in this sensitive region. AWA believes a moment of reflection upon the 
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significance and value, both ecological and economic, of the sensitive areas adjacent to such highly destructive 
industrial development, must be taken as company ownership transitions. We would welcome a decision to 
legislatively protect Caw Ridge from development as soon as possible and hope that you will give that measure 
serious consideration.   
 
We look forward to your timely response to this important issue.  
 
Sincerely, 
ALBERTA WILDERNESS ASSOCIATION 

 
 
Madeline Wilson 
Conservation Specialist  
 
c.c. Brian Mason, Alberta NDP Party leader,  
       Email: Edmonton.HighlandsNorwood@assembly.ab.ca 
 
c.c. Laurie Blakeman, Alberta Liberal Party Critic for Environment  
       Email: edmonton.centre@assembly.ab.ca 
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