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Hydrocarbon Exploration and Development 

 
Position 

Alberta Wilderness Association (AWA) believes that hydrocarbon exploration and development should 
be regulated in a manner that is consistent with the maintenance of wilderness values. There is a 
fundamental need for the maintenance of wilderness that is free of industrial incursion. Outside of such 
areas, exploration and development must be conducted in an environmentally responsible manner. 
 
Definition 

Wilderness refers to existing and proposed protected areas, areas designated under the Eastern Slopes 
Policy as Prime Protection or Critical Wildlife Zone, Environmentally Significant Areas (ESAs), large and 
unfragmented wild areas, wild river corridors and riparian areas and other environmentally sensitive 
areas. 

 

Points of Emphasis 

 Hydrocarbon exploration and development that involves surface disturbance should not be 
permitted in wilderness. 

 Cumulative effects should be considered for all hydrocarbon project proposals to incorporate the 
past, present, and future human impacts on the entire region into approval decisions. 

 There should be no new hydrocarbon exploration or development in critical habitat for species at 
risk, and the reclamation of existing developments should align with recovery plans and strategies 
to protect biodiversity and range for species at risk. 

 In wilderness where surface access for exploration and development has already occurred or has 
been approved, protective stipulations must be attached to approvals to protect environmental 
values, and reclamation plans must be implemented. Wherever possible, surface disturbances 
should be relocated outside wilderness, or leases should be traded or returned to the Crown (as 
outlined in the February 12, 1998 CAPP ENGO agreement – attached to this document). 

 In some cases, exploration and development with little to no surface disturbance may be acceptable 
in transition zones surrounding wilderness. 

 Throughout Alberta, all hydrocarbon exploration and development projects require ecological 
assessment and monitoring before, during and after the project. 

 Full-field life-cycle planning should be required for all new developments including phase-out and 
reclamation planning. 

 Hydrocarbon exploration and development must be conducted using best environmental practices 
to protect wilderness and water resources. These measures must include, but are not limited to, 
reduction/elimination of flaring; elimination of the use of freshwater; elimination of the disposal of 
saline water (and any other substance) into underground reservoirs where groundwater may be 
affected; mandatory set-backs from wilderness and other environmental values; heli-supported 
seismic operations; use of alternative energy sources to reduce/eliminate the need for transmission 
lines to development sites; reduction/elimination of noise and light pollution associated with 
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operating facilities; and, strict regulations surrounding surface access and linear disturbances that 
demand very high standards for protection.  

 Road reclamation must be paramount on the agenda of both the government and industry and 
specific requirements should be attached to all development approvals (whether in wilderness or 
not) with the ultimate goal of an overall reduction of linear disturbance density throughout the 
province. At the very least, all approvals should be subject to a “no net new surface disturbance” 
rule, and there must be provisions in place to regulate access along industry roads. 

 Similarly, pipeline rights-of-way and associated surface disturbances must be minimized. Operators 
should use and/or share existing rights-of-way for pipelines and infrastructure wherever possible.  
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