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Consultation on wind-power generation regulatory permitting  
 
The Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC) is initiating a consultation process on the regulatory 
permitting process for wind-power generation projects.  
 
The AUC and its predecessors have been responsible for reviewing and permitting electric 
energy generation projects in Alberta since the 1970s. Over that period, a comprehensive review 
structure has been developed in keeping with the provisions of the Hydro and Electric Energy 
Act. Originally, this review structure was developed to address issues arising from the 
construction and operation of thermal generating plants. These plants were predominantly coal 
fuelled, with the gradual introduction over time of natural gas-fuelled facilities. 
 
Today, wind-generated electricity is playing an increasingly larger role in Alberta’s electricity 
production mix. While much of the regulatory framework for electric generation remains 
relevant for considering approval of wind projects, there may be differences between 
wind-power generation projects and other energy generation projects that may require a different 
regulatory approach. 
 
The aim of this consultation is to gain a better understanding of the distinguishing features of 
wind projects relative to other electricity generation development projects, with a view to 
identifying and addressing any regulatory permitting issues that emerge. 
 
The AUC will schedule and facilitate a stakeholder meeting to consult with interested parties. 
The consultation topics will consider the relevant portions of AUC Rule 007: Rules Respecting 
Applications for Power Plants, Substations, Transmission Lines, and Industrial System 
Designations and AUC Rule 012: Noise Control. A two-day consultation meeting is scheduled 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on December 12 and 13, 2011, at the AUC’s Calgary office. The 
discussion topics are outlined in Appendix A.  
 
Those wishing to participate in the consultation meeting should notify Raymond Lee (email at 
raymond.lee@auc.ab.ca) by November 30, 2011. We recommend that one representative from 
each organization attend the meeting. 
 
Should you have any questions relating to this consultation process, please direct them to 
Brian Shand at 403-592-4434 or brian.shand@auc.ab.ca.  
 
(original signed by) 
 
Robert D. Heggie  
Chief Executive 
 
 



Appendix A - Summary of issues for wind-power generation regulatory process consultation meeting 
 

Topic Issues 

Existing approval process  Are there significant differences in the requirements for approval of wind 
generation vs. other generation (i.e. in AUC Rule 007, there are 
technical/interconnection issues)? 

 Are wind generators seeking relief from any aspects of the current regulatory 
process for generation approval? If so, would equitable regulatory policy treatment 
across all generation technologies be maintained? 

 Should there be a test required for proponents to demonstrate their financial 
capacity and support to undertake proposed projects prior to their approval? 

 Should the participant involvement be the same as for other power plants or are 
unique approaches to public involvement programs required? 

 Are there opportunities for coordinating permitting agencies? 
 Are there unique timing issues as a result of financing or other considerations that 

require different permit timing milestones? 
 Are unique approaches to compliance monitoring required? 

 
Duration of approval and 
potential queue abuse 
 

 Does AUC approval for facilities that are not immediately constructed establish a 
queue with respect to noise levels, thereby affecting subsequent applications for 
nearby facilities? 

 Should there be a limit to the initial term or extension term for construction 
approvals, particularly where other competing proposals affecting the overall noise 
level exist? 
 

Connecting facilities 
 

 Should transmission (or distribution) facilities required to connect wind generation 
be addressed in conjunction with the generation application, or can they be 
addressed subsequently if the transmission applications are not prepared? If 
before, should the approval be conditional? 

 Are AUC, Alberta Electric System Operator (AESO) and transmission facility owner 
(TFO) processes working efficiently to provide a cost effective wind development 
environment?  

 Are distribution system operators providing net metering connections in a timely 
fashion for small generators? 

 Are there issues requiring resolution respecting the gathering/collecting systems 
such as access or sharing of public roadways or rights-of-way?  
 

Health, safety, noise and 
environment implications 
 

 What are the health impacts associated with shadow flicker and low frequency 
noise; is the setback requirement adequate? 

 If actual noise levels, with sources from multiple locations, are greater than 
permitted by AUC Rule 012, should this be a shared problem, or the problem of the 
last applicant to construct, or the problem of the last applicant approved? 

 Are there other environmental and liability concerns related to reclamation and 
abandonment? 
 

 


