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the Peace River-Utikuma Lake area. The 
company hopes to begin construction 
of the Rainbow II Pipeline by the third 
quarter of 2011. But, before proceeding 
with this project, it is imperative that 
existing monitoring and safety issues are 
acknowledged and addressed. 
 In July 2010, an Enbridge pipeline 
leak in Michigan spilled over 4 million 
litres of oil into the Kalamazoo River. 
In response to this event, Albertans 
were reassured by ERCB spokesperson 
Bob Curran: “It’s unlikely that there 
would be many segments in Alberta that 
are decades old, unless they’re on the 
types of lines where they’re not really 
prone to corrosion or leaks.” “Or,” he 
offered, “they’re carrying substances that 
wouldn’t cause a lot of problems if there 
was a leak.” 
 Recent events suggest these words 
offer nothing more than a false sense 
of security. Forty percent of Alberta’s 
pipeline system was built before 1990; 

the Rainbow line was built in 1966. The 
ERCB estimates that for every 1,000 
kilometres of pipeline, about two failures 
happen each year. Considering the 
province is criss-crossed by over  
400,000 kilometres of pipeline, this 
estimate predicts approximately 800 
failures a year. 
 In response to this incident, AWA has 
called for an immediate and transparent 
investigation into the safety and health 
risks raised by this incident by both 
Alberta Environment and the ERCB. This 
information must be used to significantly 
reduce pipeline spill risks. The current 
management and monitoring standards of 
the ERCB are clearly unable to prevent 
large-scale damage and, once again, 
the health and integrity of valuable 
ecosystems foot the bill of seemingly 
‘cheap’ energy. 
         
      - Madeline Wilson

Brewster Transportation…Meet 
Monty Python
 In February’s WLA we directed 
a few critical words at Brewster 
Transportation’s proposal to blast and 
build a Glacier Discovery Walk near the 
Columbia Icefield Centre. The project 
represents a threat to ecological integrity 
and the public character of Jasper 
National Park. We don’t want it.
 I don’t know what John Cleese, of 
Monty Python and Fawlty Towers fame, 
would think about this Glacier Discovery 
Walk madness. The Jasper residents 
who organized a “Silly Walk” in Jasper 
on May 10, International Monty Python 
Day, may not know either. But, what they 
do know is that Cleese’s famous “Silly 
Walk” sketch is an apt metaphor for what 
they think of Brewster’s proposal. It’s 
just plain silly. 
 In a bit of satirical street theatre, 
opponents of Brewster shared their 
silliest walks with onlookers on Patricia 
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Street as they made their way to the 
Jasper Information Centre. There they 
met B. Rooster…and presented this huge 
chicken with the Silliest Walk of the 
Century Award (see the accompanying 
photo).
 If you think you share the concern 
AWA and environmentally-conscious 
Jasper residents have with Brewster’s 
proposal please check out the No Glacier 
Discovery Walk website at  
http://noglacierdiscoverywalk.ca
         
       - Meatball
Sprague’s Pipit
 You can’t protect an animal without 
protecting its habitat. Any Grade 3 
student would be able to tell you this. 
But, this fairly obvious statement does 
not seem to have been taken on board 
by those federal departments nominally 
charged with recovering endangered 
species. Though recovery strategies for 
different species at risk are required to 

identify, and protect, critical habitat 
for those species, federal agencies have 
shown a notable reluctance to identify 
such habitat, even when the information 
is well known.
 Another example of this unfortunate 
state of affairs was provided recently 
by a draft of a new revised recovery 
strategy for the Sprague’s pipit. The 
Sprague’s pipit is a rare and declining 
prairie songbird which in Alberta is 
now restricted to the southeast corner 
of the province. It nests mostly in 
native grasslands, avoiding cultivated 
grasslands, and nesting at much lower 
densities in grasslands where native 
grasses have been replaced by introduced 
species.
 The first version of the Sprague’s pipit 
recovery strategy came out in March 
2008. AWA commented then that there 
was no reason why critical habitat should 
not be identified quickly. “We believe 
that the fieldwork required to identify 
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