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Albertans Oppose Logging in the 
Castle, Support Protection
 People in southern Alberta are strongly 
opposed to proposed logging in the 
Castle region and are equally in favour of 
legislated protection. Two new opinion 
polls have underlined exactly what 
previous polls have made clear.
 In April 2011, the Praxis Group of 
Calgary published the findings of an 
opinion poll survey of residents living 
close to the Castle (in the Livingstone 
Macleod riding of MLA Evan Berger). 
Of the 774 residents surveyed 74 percent 
agreed that the province should legally 
establish a 1,023 km2 Wildland Park 
to better protect the Castle Special 
Place.  Seventy-seven percent opposed 
plans by Alberta Sustainable Resource 
Development and Spray Lake Sawmills 
to clear-cut log the area between Beaver 
Mines Lake, Castle Falls and Lynx 
Creek, starting in June 2011. 
 An earlier survey of Lethbridge 
and Coaldale residents, carried out by 
the Citizen Society Research Lab at 
Lethbridge College, found even stronger 
support for better protection in the Castle. 
More than 85 percent of those surveyed 
oppose the clear-cut logging in the area, 
while 87 percent of residents surveyed 
support establishment of a Wildland Park 
in the area.
 These findings are entirely consistent 
with the results of the Alberta 
government’s own surveys of the 
opinions of Albertans. The 2007 Land-
Use Framework Workbook Summary 
report found that 68 percent of Albertans 
would be “willing to accept limits 
to forestry activity to allow for more 
protected areas.” And 74.3 percent of 
Albertans believed that “at present the 
balance between developing and using 
our land versus conservation... is too 
focused on economic development and 
growth.”
 Ironically, in between these 
surveys, the Alberta government 
published its interpretation of the 
draft recommendations from the 
Regional Advisory Council (RAC) 
for the South Saskatchewan Region. 
The multi-stakeholder RAC, which 
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included a representative from Spray 
Lake Sawmills, recommended that the 
government should “effectively manage 
the Castle without necessarily designating 
it as a provincial park.” Is it too much to 
ask that the government’s final Regional 
Plan will respect the clearly-expressed 
wishes of Albertans?
         
   - Nigel Douglas

Spill on Rainbow Pipeline Reveals 
Gaps in Management and Monitoring
 Increasing national and international 
focus on environmental impacts of 
current pipeline proposals has created 
mounting public concern regarding 
pipeline integrity and the responses to 
spills from operators and regulators. The 
increasing occurrence of pipeline failures, 
or increasing public awareness of such 
failures, makes it difficult to believe 
some corporate claims that pipelines are 
safe. The recent failure of the 45-year old 
Plains All American Rainbow pipeline in 
northwestern Alberta, which discharged 
4.5 million litres (28,000 barrels) of 
crude oil into boreal wetlands and forest, 
is only one such example. 
 The 220,000 barrel-a-day Rainbow 
line, owned by a Canadian subsidiary 
of Houston-based Plains All American 
Pipeline L.P., began to leak on April 
28. The result? The largest spill the 
province has seen since 1975. According 
to company statements, improper 2010 
repair procedures created stress on the 
pipeline. The pipeline operator detected 
“an unstable condition” on April 28 at 
7 p.m., but it took nearly eight hours to 
determine that a “release” had occurred. 
The pipeline was closed soon after, but 
the shutoff valves nearest the rupture 
were reportedly 137 kilometres apart on 
the 770-kilometre pipeline. 
 The ruptured Rainbow pipeline 
discharged millions of litres of oil into 
surrounding wetlands. Despite the Energy 
Resource Conservation Board’s (ERCB) 
description of this area in a news release 
as “nearby [sic] stands of stagnant 
water”, boreal peat wetlands make up 
at least 40 percent of northern Alberta’s 
landscape, are rich in species diversity, 
and provide critical links between surface 

water and groundwater. The ERCB is an 
independent agency of the Government 
of Alberta responsible for the regulation 
of Alberta’s energy resources. Statements 
such as this made by representatives 
from a government agency only serve 
to reinforce the erroneous view that 
natural wetlands are of no ecological 
consequence. 
 Both the pipeline spill circumstances 
and the regulatory response suggest 
that risks to Alberta wilderness areas 
as well as potentially to the health of 
nearby communities are managed poorly. 
It is crucial that lessons are learned 
from mistakes made in managing this 
incident. In particular, Plains Midstream 
Canada has proposed to construct a new 
301-kilometre pipeline beside its existing 
pipeline, to carry diluent (a petroleum 
product used to dilute heavy crude oil 
and bitumen so it will flow in pipelines) 
from Edmonton to oilsands producers in 

Crews work to clean up the Rainbow Pipeline oil 
spill, the worst Alberta oil spill in 35 years.
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