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found it was not designed to assess oil 

sands impacts. They agreed with Kelly 

and Schindler’s general conclusion that 

oil sands operations are introducing 

toxins and that their research “has been 
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current monitoring programs in the oil 

sands area.”

In response, the federal and provincial 

governments have pledged quick action 

to set up a better monitoring system. 

AWA applauds the independent research 

of Erin Kelly and David Schindler in 

spurring better monitoring of a major 

Alberta river. Now it is up to these 

governments to act to reduce risks 

from the cumulative effects of tar sands 

operations to land, air, water and the 

health of the downstream communities 

affected by them. 

      

  - Carolyn Campbell

AWA Speaks Out Against Legislation 

to Authorize the Establishment of 

Penned “Hunting” Farms in Alberta

Once again, the provincial 

government has failed to consult with 

the public before changing legislation. 

It has recently come to our attention 

that Bill 11, the Livestock Diversity 
Amendment Act, includes changes that 

have the potential to transform the game 

farm industry, and leave us wondering, is 

it still considered “hunting” when the 

animals are kept in pens?

Game farming is the domestication 

and commercial marketing of native 

and non-native wildlife for a variety of 

products, (including meat, hides, feathers, 

and antlers) or for paid hunting. It is 

an industry designed to privatize and 

domesticate wild animals (such as deer, 

elk, or bison), to own and raise them for 
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wildlife economies that promote the 

conservation of wildlife populations in 

their natural environment and as a public 

resource to be enjoyed by people who 

engage in activities such as camping, 
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AWA is opposed to the privatization, 

domestication and commercialization 

of wildlife. Game farming is an obvious 

target of our opposition. Game farming 

involves intensive, small pasture 

production or extensive, wide range 

production of captive wild animals and 
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game farm wildlife and conventional 

agriculture. The installation of high 

fences disrupts the migratory patterns 

of wild animals, and the high density 

of animals living in close proximity 

has been known to  foster diseases 

and parasites both within “livestock” 

populations and wild populations. 

If passed, this Bill will reclassify 

domestic cervids (a family of hoofed 

mammals that includes both deer and 
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Section 10.1 of the Bill would enable the 

Minister to issue permits or other kinds 

of permission to authorize activities 

that would “otherwise constitute a 

contravention of this Act.” This gives 

the Minister of Agriculture the power to 

allow penned “hunting” of farmed deer 

and elk. AWA believes that, as it currently 

stands, Bill 11 should not be passed and, 

at the very least, Section 10.1 must be 

removed. In addition, the province must 

begin a transparent public consultation 

process with all concerned stakeholders.

  - Madeline Wilson

Caribou Betrayed Once Again by 

Government Inaction

It is now twenty-four years since 
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as an endangered species in Alberta. So 

it would be reasonable to expect that 

they would be pretty well on the way to 
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Wrong. An updated status report 

released in 2010, shows that the future 

for the province’s caribou is now more 


���
���	
��
���
����
"��	#
	��"���


continue to decline in the majority of 

the province’s herds, and the Alberta 

government has utterly failed to halt the 

decline, despite having all the knowledge 

it could possibly need to do so.

 The Status of the Woodland Caribou 
(Rangifer tarandus caribou) in Alberta: 
Update 2010 is quite clear about the 
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demonstrating population decline. 

The 10 caribou populations 

documented to be in decline occupy 

83% of the total area of current 

caribou range in Alberta, and 

constitute the majority of caribou 

occurring in the province.”

��“Approximately 70% of all caribou 

in Alberta occur in populations that 

are known to be declining.”

��“More provincial caribou 

populations are now in sustained 

population decline than was the case 
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document was prepared in 2001.”

Of just three populations in Alberta 

not considered to be in decline, only 

one is stable. The other two - the 

Little Smoky and “possibly” the A La 

Peche herds - are “currently being kept 

stable, at reduced population levels, 

by means of a program to annually 

reduce wolf abundance.” If there is 

one caribou recovery action that the 

Alberta government is enthusiastic to 

undertake, it’s killing wolves. If only 

that enthusiasm was matched by a 
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unremitting industrialization of caribou 

habitat.

“Levels of habitat alteration from 

industrial developments are high on 

most caribou ranges in the province 

and projections forecast continued high 

levels of future industrial activity,” the 

status report continues. “ Provincial 

land-use guidelines for industrial 

activities have not succeeded (as a sole 

tool) in providing for long-term caribou 

population and habitat conservation, and 

guidelines for caribou habitat protection 

currently are not being applied in all 

caribou ranges within the province.”

In one more bizarre twist in a sorry 

tale, according to the Edmonton Journal, 
the province’s own scientists on the 
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Endangered Species Conservation 

Committee (ESCC) recommended that 

the situation for caribou was so dire 

that their status should be upgraded 

from threatened to endangered. But the 

SSC advice was apparently overruled 

by the ESCC, a “multi-stakeholder” 

body including representatives from 

the Alberta Forest Products Association 

and Canadian Association of Petroleum 

Producers amongst others. 

So the very industries which have 

continued to push our woodland caribou 

towards extirpation in Alberta get to veto 

any measures which might be introduced 

to limit their activities. And we wonder 

why Alberta has such a tarnished 

international reputation for its cosy 

relations with resource industries!

     

  - Nigel Douglas


