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(%#'678#'/)%#9:/;6;/<6;%=>#67?#@%#

@A00#B6C%#;/#D%%E#/7#F<B;A7<#;B%=%#

G77%&%==6)8#(6;;0%=1#

:)/E/=%?#&B67<%=#;/#;B%#)%<G06;A/7=#

/H#;B%#Public Lands Act#6)%#=;A00#@/)DA7<#

;B%A)#@68#;B)/G<B#;B%#0%<A=06;AC%#E)/&%==1#

 BA0%#;BA=#@/G0?#(%#6#E%)H%&;#/EE/);G7A;8#

;/#?%C%0/E#6#HG008I6&&/G7;6(0%#E)/&%==#

;/#600/@#HG;G)%#EG(0A&#067?#=60%=#67?#

?A=E/=A;A/7=#;/#(%#?A=&G==%?#A7#;B%#EG(0A&#

?/'6A73#;B%#E)/E/=%?#)%<G06;A/7=#A7#H6&;#

?/#7/;BA7<#/H#;B%#=/);J#;B%8#=;A00#600/@#H/)#

6#'A7A=;%)#;/#EG;#EG(0A&#067?#GE#H/)#=60%#

@A;B#7/#)%KGA)%'%7;#H/)#6#EG(0A&#E)/&%==1

L/#" "#B6=#EG;#;/<%;B%)#6#=%)A%=#

/H#)%&/''%7?%?#<GA?%0A7%=#@BA&B3#AH#

6?/E;%?3#@/G0?#B%0E#EG;#;B%#EG(0A&#(6&D#

A7;/#EG(0A&#067?#=60%=1#MB%#HG00#<GA?%0A7%=3#

%7?/)=%?#(8#"0(%);6#46;AC%#:067;#N/G7&A0#

67?#46;G)%#"0(%);63#6)%#6C6A06(0%#/7#

" ">=#@%(=A;%O#%P;)6&;=#H)/'#;B%=%#

)%&/''%7?6;A/7=#6)%#)%E)/?G&%?#(%0/@1

Sale of Public Land in Alberta

Recommendations for Improving 

Regulation, Policy and Procedure

MB%#)%&%7;#6EE0A&6;A/7#;/#</C%)7'%7;#

;/#EG)&B6=%#*Q#=%&;A/7=#/H#EG(0A&#067?#

;B6;#@/G0?#=%%#76;AC%#E)6A)A%#;G)7%?#A7;/#

A))A<6;%?#E/;6;/#F%0?=#@6=#6#0A<B;7A7<#)/?#

H/)#EG(0A&#/G;)6<%#/C%)#=B/);&/'A7<=#A7#

B/@#</C%)7'%7;#?%60=#@A;B#EG(0A&#067?#

=60%=1#R7H/)'6;A/7#6(/G;#;B%#E)/E/=%?#

=60%#%'%)<%?#;B)/G<B#'%?A6#)%E/);=#67?#

A7;%)CA%@=3#67?#@6=#/H;%7#A7&/'E0%;%#

67?#A76&&G)6;%1#MB%#06&D#/H#67#/E%73#

;)67=E6)%7;#67?#H6A)#EG(0A&#E)/&%==#@6=#

6#'6S/)#&/7&%)7#H/)#'678#"0(%);67=1#

L;67?6)?#E)/&%?G)%=#)%<6)?A7<#=60%#/H#

EG(0A&#067?#@%)%#7/;#H/00/@%?1

RH#;B%#6EE0A&6;A/7#B6?#7/;#(%%7#

@A;B?)6@73#;B%#TA7A=;%)#/H#LG=;6A76(0%#

U%=/G)&%#$%C%0/E'%7;#@6=#E/A=%?#;/#

6EE)/C%#;B%#=60%#/H#6#06)<%#(0/&D#/H#

76;AC%#E)6A)A%#6==%==%?#6=#/H#76;A/760#

%7CA)/7'%7;60#=A<7AF&67&%#67?#

E)/CA?A7<#B6(A;6;#H/)#=%C%)60#H%?%)6008#

67?#E)/CA7&A6008#0A=;%?#=E%&A%=#6;#)A=D1#

MB%#E)/E/=%?#?%60#60=/#B6?#A'E0A&6;A/7=#

H/)#6KG6;A&#%&/=8=;%'#B%60;B#A7#;B%#

=;)%==%?#0/@%)#V/@#UAC%)#67?#H/)#=/A0#

&/7=%)C6;A/7#<AC%7#;B6;#;B%#=GA;6(A0A;8#

/H#;B%#067?#H/)#A))A<6;A/7#@6=#G7&%);6A71#

WAC%7#;B6;#%PE67=A/7#/H#E/;6;/#E)/?G&;A/7#

A=#7/;#(%A7<#%7&/G)6<%?3#678#E/=A;AC%#

&/7;)A(G;A/7#/H#;B%#E)/S%&;#;/#;B%#)%<A/760#

%&/7/'8#@6=#KG%=;A/76(0%1#NG))%7;#G=%=#

/H#;B%#EG(0A&#067?#H/)#=G=;6A76(0%#0AC%=;/&D#

E)/?G&;A/7#67?#/G;?//)#)%&)%6;A/7#@/G0?#

B6C%#(%%7#0/=;1# # #

"0(%);6# A0?%)7%==#"==/&A6;A/7#

X" "Y#A=#HG7?6'%7;6008#/EE/=%?#;/#;B%#

=60%#/H#EG(0A&#067?#A7#"0(%);63#@A;B#;B%#

%P&%E;A/7#/H#;)6?A7<#='600#&G0;AC6;%?#

E6)&%0=#;B6;#B6C%#0A;;0%#%&/0/<A&60#C60G%#;/#

/(;6A7#'/)%#A'E/);67;#B6(A;6;#/7#E)AC6;%#

067?1

R7#67#6;;%'E;#;/#0%6)7#H)/'#;BA=#

%PE%)A%7&%3#;BA=#?/&G'%7;#B6=#(%%7#

E)%E6)%?#;/#E)/'/;%#?A=&G==A/7#6(/G;#

A'E)/C%'%7;=#;B6;#6)%#7%%?%?#A7#

)%<G06;A/73#E/0A&8#67?#E)/&%?G)%=#

)%<6)?A7<#=60%#67?#6&KGA=A;A/7#/H#EG(0A&#

067?1#MB%#H/&G=#A=#/7#EG(0A&#067?=#A7#;B%#

:)6A)A%#67?#:6)D067?#/H#=/G;B%)7#"0(%);6#

@B%)%#067?#G=%#E)%==G)%=#6)%#<)%6;%=;1#

Value of Public Lands

:G(0A&#067?=#=GEE/);#'/=;#/H#;B%#

)%'6A7A7<#76;AC%#%&/=8=;%'=#A7#=/G;B%)7#

"0(%);61#46;AC%#%&/=8=;%'=#6)%#6#D%8#

M
B%#)%&%7;#&/006E=%#/H#;B%#E)/E/=%?#

9:/;6;/<6;%>#EG(0A&#067?#=60%#A=#

6#C60G6(0%#0%==/7#;B6;3#AH#%7/G<B#

/H#G=#&6)%#6(/G;#/G)#E)%&A/G=#76;G)60#

%7CA)/7'%7;3#67?#6)%#E)%E6)%?#;/#=E%6D#

/G;#0/G?#67?#&0%6)3#;B%7#@%#)%6008#&67#

'6D%#6#?AHH%)%7&%1#

R7#;B%#Z&;/(%)#Wild Lands Advocate 

6);A&0%3#["0(%);6#H/)#L60%1#:G(0A&#!67?#

L60%#;/#MG)7#\7?67<%)%?#LE%&A%=#]6(A;6;#

A7;/#:/;6;/#NBAE=3^#@%#?%=&)A(%?#;B%#

=%&)%;AC%#?%603#@B%)%#,53+++#6&)%=#/H#

EG(0A&#067?#_#=&6)&%#76;AC%#<)6==067?#

7%6)#V/@#R=067?3#D7/@7#;/#(%#B6(A;6;#H/)#

6#7G'(%)#/H#%7?67<%)%?#=E%&A%=#_#@6=#

?G%#;/#(%#=/0?#/HH#;/#6#E)AC6;%#&/'E6781#

RH#;B%#=60%#@%7;#6B%6?3#;B%#A))%E06&%6(0%#

E)6A)A%#@/G0?#(%#E0/G<B%?#GE#67?#;G)7%?#

A7;/#6#0/@#C60G%#E/;6;/#&)/E1#V%H/)%#

" "#(0%@#;B%#@BA=;0%3#;B%#E)/E/=%?#

?%60#@6=#=%;#;/#</#6B%6?#@A;B#7/#EG(0A&#

A7EG;#@B6;=/%C%)1#`/);G76;%083#67#

G7E)%&%?%7;%?#EG(0A&#/G;&)8#(%<67#6(/G;#

;B%#E)/E/=%?#?%601#" "#=GEE/);%)=3#

E6);A&G06)08#'%'(%)=#/H#/G)# A0?%)7%==#

67?# A0?0AH%#$%H%7?%)=#0A=;=%)C%3#&6'%#

/G;#A7#?)/C%=#;/#@)A;%#0%;;%)=#67?#%'6A0=3#

67?#&600#;B%A)#T!"=#;/#E)/;%=;#;BA=#

=B6((8#?%60#;/#=%00#/HH#/G)#C60G6(0%#

EG(0A&#067?#@A;B#7/#EG(0A&#E)/&%==1

MB%#E)/E/=%?#?%60#@6=#F76008#&600%?#

/HH3#06)<%08#(%&6G=%#/H#;B%#=B%%)#C/0G'%#

/H#EG(0A&#/G;)6<%1#" "#/@%=#6#BG<%#

?%(;#/H#<)6;A;G?%#;/#600#;B/=%#E%/E0%#@B/#

;//D#;B%#;A'%#;/#=E%6D#/G;J#A;#@6=#;)G08#

A7=EA)A7<#;/#(%#)%'A7?%?#;B6;#@%#)%6008#

&67#'6D%#6#?AHH%)%7&%1#

VG;#60;B/G<B#;BA=#=E%&AF&#EA%&%#/H#

067?#B6=#)%&%AC%?#6#;%'E/)6)8#)%E)A%C%3#

;B%)%#A=#=;A00#6#<)%6;#?%60#/H#@/)D#;/#(%#

?/7%1#MB%#HG7?6'%7;6008#a6@%?#=8=;%'3#

@B%)%(8#C60G6(0%#EG(0A&#067?#&67#(%#

=/0?#/HH#/7#6#E/0A;A&60#@BA'3#@A;B#7/#

)%KGA)%'%7;#H/)#678#EG(0A&#A7C/0C%'%7;3#

A=#=;A00#C%)8#'G&B#A7#E06&%1# A;B/G;#

&/'E)%B%7=AC%#&B67<%=#;/#</C%)7'%7;#

)%<G06;A/7=#67?#E)6&;A&%=3#;B%)%#'68#

9:/;6;/<6;%>#.A&;/)8J#:%/E0%#:/@%)#$/%=# /)Db
By Nigel Douglas, AWA Conservation Specialist

Albertans truly appreciate our native grasslands. This 

was made abundantly clear by the hundreds of people 

who spoke out against the proposed “Potatogate” deal. 

PHOTO: C. OLSON

AWA’s Wilderness and 

Wildlife Defenders
:0%6=%#0%;#G=#D7/@#AH#8/G#@/G0?#0AD%#

;/#(%#6??%?#;/#" ">=# A0?%)7%==#

67?# A0?0AH%#$%H%7?%)=#0A=;3#=/#

8/G#;//#&67#0%6)7#6(/G;#=E%&AF&#

/EE/);G7A;A%=#=G&B#6=#;BA=#;/#=E%6D#

/G;#6(/G;#A==G%=#6HH%&;A7<#"0(%);6>=#

@A0?%)7%==1#c/G#&67#=A<7#GE#/70A7%#6;#

"0(%);6 A0?%)7%==1&63#X&0A&D#/7#9"&;#

4/@>Y#/)#&600#G=#6;#d+eI*2eI*+*Q1#
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Burrowing owls nesting on the 

“Potatogate” land received a 

temporary reprieve when the 

proposed land sale fell through but 

their future is by no means assured.

PHOTO: C. WALLIS

&/'E/7%7;#/H#(A/?AC%)=A;8#67?#%==%7;A60#

B6(A;6;#H/)#@A0?0AH%1#MB%8#E%)H/)'#

A'E/);67;#%&/0/<A&60#HG7&;A/7=#=G&B#6=#6A)#

EG)AF&6;A/73#@6;%)=B%?#E)/;%&;A/7#X@6;%)#

&6E;G)%3#=/A0#=;6(A0A;8Y#67?#&6)(/7#=;/)6<%1#

]%60;B8#76;AC%#%&/=8=;%'=#6)%#

%==%7;A60#H/)#6#=G=;6A76(0%#)67&BA7<#

A7?G=;)81#\P;%7=AC%#(0/&D=#/H#EG(0A&#

067?#'68#(%#A'E/);67;#;/#&G0;AC6;A/7#

6<)A&G0;G)%#(8#E)/CA?A7<#(GHH%)=#6<6A7=;#

?A=%6=%3#E6;B/<%7=#67?#6=#B6(A;6;#H/)#

E/00A76;/)=1

\P;%7=AC%#(0/&D=#/H#EG(0A&#067?#

E)/CA?%#=E6&%3#6#D%8#%0%'%7;#7/;#/708#

H/)#(A/?AC%)=A;8#)%;%7;A/7#(G;#60=/#H/)#

;B%#BG'67#=EA)A;1#MB%#/E%7#=E6&%#67?#

6%=;B%;A&=#/H#76;AC%#067?=&6E%=#&/7;)A(G;%#

;/#BA<B#KG60A;8#)%&)%6;A/7#/EE/);G7A;A%=#

67?#;/G)A='1#"=#@%003#)%=/G)&%#%P;)6&;A/7#

6&;ACA;A%=#X%1<1#/A0#67?#<6=#?%C%0/E'%7;Y#

/&&G)#/7#EG(0A&#067?=#@A;B#'676<%'%7;#

/C%)=A<B;#;/#'6A7;6A7#%&/=8=;%'#B%60;B1

Suggestions to Improve Regulations, 

Policies and Procedures Regarding 

Public Land Sales

MB%#H/00/@A7<#6)%#=G<<%=;A/7=#

;/#A'E)/C%#)%<G06;A/7=3#E/0A&A%=#67?#

E)/&%?G)%=#)%<6)?A7<#EG(0A&#067?#=60%=J

1 Identify and Designate Areas of High 

Conservation Value Where Public 

Lands will be Retained

U%<A/760#E067=#?%C%0/E%?#G7?%)#

;B%#!67?If=%#`)6'%@/)D#E)/CA?%#6#

'%&B67A='#;/#A?%7;AH8#EG(0A&#067?=#

;B6;#=B/G0?#(%#)%;6A7%?#67?#'676<%?#

H/)#E)/;%&;A/7#67?#'6A7;%767&%#/H#

(A/?AC%)=A;8#67?#=E%&A%=#6;#)A=D#67?#;B%#

/;B%)#%&/0/<A&60#<//?=#67?#=%)CA&%=#;B6;#

76;AC%#%&/=8=;%'=#E)/CA?%1#R7#<%7%)60#

;B%#0/7<I;%)'#A7;%)%=;#/H#600#"0(%);67=#A=#

(%=;#=%)C%?#(8#)%;6A7A7<#EG(0A&#067?=#6=#6#

;)G=;#B%0?#(8#</C%)7'%7;#H/)#&/7=%)C6;A/7#

EG)E/=%=1#

MB%#:)6A)A%#N/7=%)C6;A/7#`/)G'#

A7EG;#;/#;B%#U%<A/760#"?CA=/)8#N/G7&A0#

H/)#;B%#L/G;B#L6=D6;&B%@67#U%<A/7#

XLLU:Y#X"G<G=;#*++gY#A7?A&6;%=#;B6;#;B%#

06)<%#'6S/)A;8#/H#EG(0A&#067?#)%'6A7A7<#

A7#;B%#LLU:#6)%6#A=#/H#BA<B#C60G%#H/)#

)%;6A7A7<#(A/0/<A&60#?AC%)=A;8#67?#

%&/=8=;%'#HG7&;A/71#R7&0G?%?#A7#;BA=#

A=#6#06)<%#6'/G7;#/H#;6P#)%&/C%)8#067?3#

=/'%#/H#@BA&B#@6=#=%;;0%?#/)#&G0;AC6;%?#

BA=;/)A&6008#(G;#B6=#=A7&%#)%C%);%?#;/#

76;AC%#E)6A)A%1#MB%#/708#EG(0A&#067?=#

)%'6A7A7<#;B6;#'68#(%#=GA;6(0%#H/)#=60%#

6)%#A=/06;%?#E6)&%0=#G7?%)#&G0;AC6;A/7#/)#

;6'%#E6=;G)%#/)#067?=#6?S6&%7;#;/#06)<%#

G)(67#&%7;)%=#;B6;#6)%#)%KGA)%?#H/)#/)?%)08#

G)(67#%PE67=A/71

")%6=#;B6;#6)%#h/7%?#H/)#&/7=%)C6;A/7#

EG)E/=%=#6;#;B%#)%<A/760#0%C%0#'68#

A7&0G?%#(/;B#EG(0A&#67?#E)AC6;%#

067?=1#Z7%#@68#/H#a6<<A7<#EG(0A&#

067?=#@A;BA7#;B%=%#h/7%=#A=#;B)/G<B#

E)/;%&;AC%#7/;6;A/7=#X:4MY3#)%=%)C6;A/7=#

;B6;#A?%7;AH8#067?#67?#)%=/G)&%=#;B6;#

6)%#'676<%?#;/#6&BA%C%#E6);A&G06)#

&/7=%)C6;A/7#/(S%&;AC%=1#:)/;%&;AC%#

7/;6;A/7=#=B/@#600/@6(0%#067?#G=%=1

:G(0A&#067?=#G7?%)#:4M#6)%#7/;#

&/7=A?%)%?#H/)#=60%1

R7#<%7%)603#E)/;%&;AC%#7/;6;A/7=#

@/G0?#(%#6EE0A%?#;/#EG(0A&#067?=#A7#06)<%#

&/7;A<G/G=#(0/&D=#/H#E)6A)A%#A?%7;AF%?#

;B)/G<B#;B%#W)6==067?#.%<%;6;A/7#

R7C%7;/)83#=A<7AF&67;#&/77%&;A7<#

&/))A?/)=#(%;@%%7#;B%=%#(0/&D=#XA7&0G?A7<#

E/==A(0%#)%<%7%)6;A/7#&/77%&;A/7=Y3#

\7CA)/7'%7;6008#LA<7AF&67;#")%6=#67?#

/;B%)#A'E/);67;#B6(A;6;#6)%6=#H/)#6;#)A=D#

=E%&A%=#X:N`#*++gY1

2 Use Conservation Easements

N//E%)6;A/7#(%;@%%7#'676<%)=#/H#

EG(0A&#67?#E)AC6;%#067?#'68#(%#7%%?%?#;/#

6&BA%C%#&/7=%)C6;A/7#/(S%&;AC%=#A?%7;AF%?#

A7#)%<A/760#E067=3#%=E%&A6008#A7#6)%6=#

@B%)%#;B%)%#A=#6#'AP#/H#EG(0A&#67?#E)AC6;%#

067?=1#:)AC6;%#067?=#/H#BA<B#A'E/);67&%#

H/)#&/7=%)C6;A/7#'68#(%#=%&G)%?#(8#

E)AC6;%#067?#;)G=;=#;B)/G<B#/G;)A<B;#

EG)&B6=%3#067?#?/76;A/7#/)#&/7=%)C6;A/7#

6<)%%'%7;1#N/7=%)C6;A/7#%6=%'%7;=#6)%#

0%<60#?/&G'%7;=#A7#@BA&B#6#067?/@7%)#

6<)%%=#;/#;B%#A'E/=A;A/7#/H#)%=;)A&;A/7=#

/7#6&;ACA;A%=#;B6;#@/G0?#;B)%6;%7#;B%#

%7CA)/7'%7;60#C60G%#/H#;B%#067?1

MBA=#;//0#'68#(%#%=E%&A6008#A'E/);67;#

;/#G=%#A7#=A;G6;A/7=#@B%)%#;6P#)%&/C%)8#

067?=#B6C%#(%%7#;)67=H%))%?#;/#6#

'G7A&AE60A;8#@B/#;B%7#&B//=%=#;/#=%00#

;B%#067?1#Z7%#/H#;B%#)%KGA)%'%7;=#/H#

=60%#@/G0?#(%#;/#E06&%#6#&/7=%)C6;A/7#

%6=%'%7;#/7#;B%#067?#E)A/)#;/#=60%1#"#

&/7=%)C6;A/7#6<)%%'%7;#600/@=#;B%#

/@7%)#;/#)%'6A7#/7#;B%#067?#67?#'6D%#

&/'E6;A(0%#G=%#/H#;B%#067?#@BA0%#%7=G)A7<#

A;=#E)/;%&;A/7#H)/'#HG;G)%#?%C%0/E'%7;1

3 Create Regulations Regarding Public 

Land Sale/Trade
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