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Hillhurst School Children Work to Protect  
Endangered Species

By Nigel Douglas, AWA Conservation Specialist

A quiet Wednesday morning in the 
AWA office was considerably 
brightened up by a visit from a 

group of Grade 4 students from Hillhurst 
School. They had been doing a school 
project on endangered species in Alberta 
and were bursting with enthusiasm to tell 
us what they had learned. 

As part of their project, the children 
had been creating fact sheets on 
different Alberta species – including 
piping plovers, Ord’s kangaroo rats, 
bull trout and woodland caribou. It was 
immediately clear that a tremendous 
amount of research had gone into 
producing the fact sheets. Their work 
provided details about the status, life 
cycle and management of the species 
they researched. 

As we chatted with the children about 
their excellent work, the depth of their 
knowledge about their chosen species 
was impressive. Most significantly, they 
were well aware of the one theme that, 
unfortunately, was common to all the 
wildlife they study, whether they are 
loggerhead shrikes, swift foxes or prairie 
rattlesnakes: it’s all about habitat. So 

we learned that “habitat 
loss is the main cause 
of the Northern leopard 
frog’s decline” and 
“climate condition, loss 
of vegetation and loss 
of sagebrush habitat” is 
the reason for the plight 
of endangered greater 
sage-grouse.” Ferruginous 
hawks are listed as 
endangered because 
“humans are disturbing 
habitat.”

AWA is enormously 
grateful to Diane Crowley 
and all the Grade 4 kids at 
Hillhurst School. If they 
are any indication of the 
levels of knowledge and 
concern about Alberta’s 
wildlife amongst our youth, 
then endangered species 
in the province will indeed 
have a more hopeful future. 
What an inspiration they 
are to us all!

AWA’s Christyann Olson and Nigel Douglas join Diane 
Crowley and her Grade 4 students on the steps of AWA’s 
Calgary office. PHOTO: S. SWETTENHAM

H ave you ever wondered what to 
do with your old car as it comes 
towards the end of its  

useful life?
I recently discovered a new way to 

dispose of my tired old car and help raise 
money for AWA at the same time. My old 
car, a 1997 Hyundai Accent, had been 
my faithful steed for seven years, but 
it was on its last legs. It needed a new 
clutch and a new steering rack, and, with 
340,000 km on the clock, it just wasn’t 
going to be worth getting the work done.

Then I discovered an organization – 
Donate a Car Canada – which will collect 

your old car, auction it off, and donate 
the proceeds to a charity of your choice: 
in return you receive a charitable receipt. 
AWA is one of a number of receiving 
charities for the organization.

The process could not have been 
easier:

•	 Go to the website - www.donatecar.
ca and click on Donate a car online

•	 Fill in your details (including 
selecting AWA as your charity of choice, 
of course!)

•	 The organization will contact you 
to arrange collection of the vehicle (if it 
is no longer insured or registered, they 

will send a truck to collect it, though the 
fee for this will be deducted from the 
ultimate value of the car)

•	 The car goes to auction
•	 A few weeks later, the charity 

(AWA!) will receive a cheque, and send 
you your charitable receipt

The program is not for scrap cars: 
your car must be driveable.

I hate getting rid of old cars that 
have served me well but is great to know 
that AWA benefited (to the tune of a 
whopping $179!) from its final demise!

 
By Nigel Douglas, AWA Conservation Specialist
Defending Wild Alberta through Awareness and Auction
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