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Parkland in Canada, to the attention 
of Albertans. She was instrumental in 
bringing about the legislated protection 
of this previously unrecognized 
wilderness gem.

In the early 1980s, Cheryl opened 
her own environmental consulting 
business, and today she conducts 
vegetation inventories and rare plant 
surveys, organizes and facilitates 
workshops and public meetings, 
and prepares summary reports. She 
describes herself as “a synthesizer of 
information who can translate and 
communicate to others.”

Environmentalist and friend 
Dorothy Dickson, who has advocated 
for wilderness beside Cheryl for 
decades, says it’s about time she 
receives the Wilderness Defenders 
Award, but Cheryl feels humbled. 
She isn’t convinced that her 

management plan had become obvious. 
given the changes that have 

occurred in the province since the 
strategy’s release, the AWC wants to 
hear Albertans’ current views on Water 
for Life: its successes, failures, and 
priorities. The purpose of the renewal 
is two-fold: to re-establish the strategic 
intent of the strategy and to recommend 
changes in direction and focus. 

The three goals of the strategy 
will not change: (1) safe, secure 
drinking water supply; (2) healthy 
aquatic ecosystems; and (3) reliable, 
quality water supplies for a sustainable 
economy. AWA supports these goals 
and recognizes that they are all 
connected. Our specific focus, however, 
is on the second goal – healthy aquatic 
ecosystems – especially as it relates 
to the protection of the watersheds 
where our rivers and lakes have their 
source. The industrial and recreational 
pressures on the headwater areas of the 
Eastern Slopes are of special concern. 
The AWC’s Review of Implementation 
Progress of Water for Life, 2005-2006 
agrees that source water protection 
should have higher priority in the 
implementation of Water for Life.

development, the urgent need for 
an effective overarching water 
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Have Your Say on Water 
for Life Renewal
By Joyce Hildebrand

The Water for Life strategy 
is steered by the Alberta Water 
Council (AWC), a multi-stakeholder, 
consensus-based organization of 
which AWA is a member. Although 
implementation of the strategy has 
progressed in some areas, it has failed 
to meet set targets in others. At Premier 
Stelmach’s direction, Environment 
Minister Rob Renner has asked the 
AWC to develop recommendations to 
“renew and resource” the strategy. To 
that end, the AWC is now seeking the 
input of Albertans across the province.

The government of Alberta 
released the Water for Life strategy in 
late 2003 in an attempt to deal with 
increasing concerns about Alberta’s 
water management and use. With oil 
sands using astounding amounts of 
fresh water for production, coalbed 
methane development affecting 
groundwater quality, population 
increase straining already over-
allocated rivers, and source water in 
the foothills and Eastern Slopes being 
threatened by increased industrial 

The early morning serenity of Lakeland 
Provincial Park belies the serious water 

quality and quantity issues that face 
Albertans today.

J. H
ildebrand

accomplishments have been that 
extraordinary, given the privileges 
she’s been given: great friends and 
colleagues, stimulating work, and a free 
country. Around the world, many who 
are working to protect wilderness must 
deal with war, poverty, and lack of 
freedom. “These people put their lives 
on the line,” she says. 

Quoting Thoreau, “In wildness is 
the preservation of the world,” Cheryl 
adds, “Wilderness has the lessons we 
need to survive, and if we want to 
operate sustainably, we can look at 
how nature works. We must bond with 
wilderness and understand the diversity 
of nature. We need grounding.”

Cheryl Bradley’s sense of 
wilderness protection has expanded 
over the years. Small areas have 
been protected. “Those are little 
pieces and they give me great joy, but 

bigger pieces need to be set aside that 
protect watersheds, airsheds, and soil 
functions. This is why my interest went 
from wilderness to something much 
broader like feedlots, water quality, 
urban sustainability – they are all 
connected.”

Does Cheryl ever get angry or 
discouraged? “Long ago,” the botanist 
says, “I was filled with righteous 
indignation when I saw the stupid 
things mankind was doing to the 
earth.” Now she understands that she 
can only focus on her corner of the 
earth. But she brightens and declares, 
“I do approve of the same righteous 
indignation in today’s youth!”

Debby Gregorash is an 
agricultural and environmental 
writer living near Coaldale, Alberta. 
She owns and protects 240 acres of 
aspen parkland near Police Outpost 
Provincial Park.



  r
ea

D
er’S c

o
r

n
er 

W
LA  A

ugust 2007 • Vol. 15, N
o. 4

from the website as well. The AWC 
will gather the responses and present 
recommendations to Environment 
Minister Renner in early 2008, in time 
for next year’s budget. Please take the 
time to present your views in order to 
influence these recommendations.

mechanisms to integrate them.
The deadline for submissions is 

August 24, 2007. To have your say, 
go to http://www.waterforlife.gov.
ab.ca/awc/renewal/ and see the options 
available for providing input. Reference 
materials, including the Water for 
Life strategy, can be downloaded 

Demuth’s poetry collection, Breathing 
Nose Mountain, was donated to the 
Alberta Wilderness Assocation. Last fall, 
Demuth received a Canada Council grant 
to travel to the Can Serrat International 
Arts Center near Barcelona, Spain, where 
she lived for a month as a writer-in-
residence. She has spent recent winters 
working with New York City’s homeless 
and teaching art and creative writing. 

Award-winning author Kaylie 
Jones writes of Eyes of the Forest: 
“Demuth’s debut novel is a breath of 
fresh air. Demuth’s prose is wonderfully 
descriptive and confident, an ode to 
nature in its most primal form. City 
dwellers such as myself are reminded 
of what we do not know about the wild, 
and what we are all at risk of losing in 
our selfish shortsightedness.” In a recent 
review on litkicks.com, Levi Asher 
writes: “This is a fun, people-filled story 
that will appeal to anyone who’s ever 
lived out in the mountains, and to anyone 
who’s wondered what it would be like.”

Elroy Deimert, publisher of Smoky 
Peace Press, recently organized an 
18-city western Canada book tour for 
Demuth with the assistance of a grant 
from the Alberta Foundation of the Arts. 
Smoky Peace Press publishes a mix of 
creative genres and has put out a series of 
four anthologies that include work from 
such Canadian writers as Lorna Crozier, 
Rudy Wiebe, Lee Maracle, Thomas 
Wharton, glen Sorestad, Sharon Butala, 
and Candace Savage. Eyes of the Forest 
is available from McNally Robinson 
Books or directly from the publisher at 
www.smokypeacepress.com.

such as “When a great many women are 
seen in the street / It will storm the next 
day.”

In original drafts of the novel, the 
main character, Daphne, experienced 
a helicopter crash at her fire lookout, 
but in the published version the crash 
takes place at a distance and Daphne 
does not deal with it directly. In a sad 
coincidence, when Eyes of the Forest 
was being published last summer, a 
terrible helicopter crash occurred at 
the lookout where Demuth works. She 
received a Distinguished Service Award 
from Alberta Forestry for her courage in 
providing first-aid emergency services to 
three survivors and one fatal victim of 
that crash.

Vivian Demuth has worked for 
more than 20 years as a fire lookout and 
park ranger/warden. Her poetry and 
fiction have been published in anthologies 
and literary journals in Canada and the 
u.S. A portion of the proceeds from 

Writer and poet Vivian Demuth 
recently published her first novel with 
Smoky Peace Press in grande Prairie. 
Eyes of the Forest is an ecological 
novel set among a group of mountain 
fire lookouts during an unusually hot 
dry summer. The novel explores the 
relationships that develop between the 
various characters and the relatively 
wild landscape in which they work. It is 
ecological in that it delves into the effects 
of global warming, including extended 
droughts, increasingly intense fires, and 
unusual insect infestations.

Blending realism with elements of 
magical realism, the story begins with a 
prelude in which the protagonist, Daphne 
garten, undergoes a neuroscience 
research experiment at the university 
of Calgary, where she is exposed to 
electromagnetic fields that enable her to 
see her deceased mother. At her summer 
job as a fire lookout, Daphne hopes 
that she will again contact her mother 
in the electromagnetic field generated 
by lightning. Instead, the ghost of a 
former forest ranger haunts her waking 
and sleeping hours, and warns Daphne 
about an impending environmental 
disaster. At a key moment in the novel, 
Daphne’s lover, tree planter Chris Singh, 
goes missing in the woods, and the 
community of fire lookouts becomes 
involved in the search for Chris and the 
efforts to prevent the potential larger 
disaster.

Personal and ecological loss weave 
through the novel. Other themes include 
the experience of time in the mountains 
and the struggle of being a woman in a 
male-dominated working environment. 
With the weather being an integral part 
of a fire lookout’s job, each chapter of the 
novel begins with a folk weather-saying, 

eYeS of tHe foreSt: an ecoLogicaL noveL bY vivian DemutH

Reviewed by Eliot Katz

Vivian Demuth

AWA also believes that in order to 
be effective, the Water for Life strategy 
must be integrated with the Land-use 
Framework process, since how land is 
managed affects both water quality and 
quantity. The two parallel processes 
are currently running separately 
with no organizational or regulatory 
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