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Whitegoat Lakes Development Node, showing the impact of Abraham Glacier Wellness 
Resort (red areas) on the region: 

 
1. Existing David Thompson Resort (46 room motel and campground) 

2. McKenzie�’s Trail Riding and Outfitting 
3. Icefield Helicopters Heliport 

4. Aurum Lodge (9 units) 
5. Whitegoat Lakes (environmentally significant wetland area) 

6. northern boundary of Development Node (Southern limit is just outside the bottom right 
hand corner of the photograph). 

 
A. main resort complex with ten two to three story buildings, 16 cabins and over 300 

parking lots 
B. cabin development with between 120 and 140 cabins 

C. staff housing, medical clinic and support facilities 
D. two large sewage lagoons next to existing lagoons of the David Thompson 

E. suspension bridge or dam linking A. and B. 
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Above photo shows the existing Aurum Lodge (arrow) overlooking Little Indian Cove at the north 
end of the proposed Abraham Glacier Wellness Resort Development. 

The architecture of Aurum Lodge and the set back from the escarpment are designed to reduce 
the visual impact on the area. This is not the case with proposed development which will be build 

very close to the ledge. 
The ledge where the wellness resort is to be built is higher and more prominent and very visible 

from the highway. The brown squares indicate the approximate extent / visual impact of the main 
Resort development, compared to Aurum Lodge. 

(115,000 sqft  vs 8,000; max height of 50ft vs 30 ft, 10 buildings vs one). The new development 
will be visible from a distance as you approach Cline River from the South. 

 
 



Your Name and Address 
 
Date 
 
The Hon. Lorne Taylor 
Minister of Environment 
423 Legislature Building  
10800 - 97 Avenue 
Edmonton, AB, T5K 2B6 
 
Dear Minister Taylor, 
 
  I am writing to you to request that an Environmental Impact Assessment be required for the 
proposed Abraham Glacier Wellness Resort at Cline River, west of Nordegg in Clearwater County.  
 
  The proximity of the proposed development to various environmentally sensitive areas, both within 
and outside of the development node, requires the type of all-encompassing evaluation (and 
recommendations for impact mitigation and measurement), which only an EIA can provide. 
 
  Type and size of this development, its location, the impact of hundreds of additional visitors, staff and 
traffic in the region are all going to have significant adverse effects on the area ecology, wildlife, trails, 
historic sites as well as the air and water quality in the valley.    
 
  Please review and correct the Regional Manager�’s decision to waive the requirement for an EIA. It is 
imperative to ensure that the burden (and cost) of making this project environmentally acceptable, is 
placed on the developer and not on the tax payer and local or provincial departments, which neither 
have the human resources or funds to perform an in-depth evaluation.   
 
  I thank you for your time and positive intervention in this matter and look forward to your confirmation 
that an EIA will be required for this project. 
 
Yours truly,    


