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DUNVEGAN WEIR TURNED DOWN BY EUB/NRCB 
 
The Alberta Energy and Utilities Board and the Natural Resource Conservation Board have denied an 
application by Glacier Power Ltd. For a proposed weir and hydroelectric plant on the Peace River upstream 
of the Dunvegan Bridge north of Grande Prairie. 
A March 25 news release states that “the Panel determined that significant uncertainty remains 
concerning the potential benefits and costs of the project. In its findings, the Panel noted that while each 
of the potential negative economic, social and environmental effects of the project, if they were to occur, 
are substantive on their own, their cumulative effect clearly outweighs the social and economic benefits of 
the project to the local community, as well as to Albertans in general. The Panel was also not convinced 
that there were reasonable opportunities to offset or mitigate these potential negative effects.” 
 
Some of the potential economic and social costs were increased flooding in the Town of Peace River; 
impacts on the Shaftsbury Crossing; reduced use of the ice bridge and possibly the ferry; and increased 
safety risks to boaters on the River, due to the hydraulics of the weir, and to vehicles using the Dunvegan 
Bridge, due to increased winter fog and ice and impacts on fish populations. 
 
“This project proposed the damming of a waterway of national environmental significance, an important 
fishery and recreational river, and a project that may further impact the Peace–Athabasca Delta in Wood 
Buffalo National park,“ said Cliff Wallis, AWA president. “The decision to reject this project is certainly 
appropriate.” 
 
The Peace River is the most diverse and productive river valley in the Parkland of Canada. It is a 
nationally significant waterway that supplies water to the Peace Athabasca Delta, the largest inland 
freshwater delta in the world. This project has potential to interfere with future efforts to enable flooding of 
the delta, a process that has been already seriously affected by the Bennett Dam on the Peace River in 
B.C. 
 
The river supports several species of migratory and resident fish – the passage of fish both upstream and 
downstream are of concern. The south-facing slopes of the river valley support the last remaining habitat 
for prairie and parkland vegetation that has virtually all been destroyed by agricultural development in the 
Peace River district and throughout Alberta. Those south-facing slopes will be subject to increased 
slumping and invasion by weeds as a result of this project. Several other sites along the Peace River are 
being considered for weirs, the determination on this project will set a precedent for this kind of 
development along the Peace. 
 


