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SUBJECT: Procedural CQuide for Gl and Gas Activity on
Cari bou Range

To nmanage oil and gas activity on caribou range nore
efficiently, the attached Procedural Quide has been approved for
use by our staff and the oil and gas industry.

As noted in the Quiide, this initiative is "the first
conponent of a multi-sectoral, integrated approach by governnent
t o manage woodl and caribou in Al berta. "

To plan for |ong-term nanagenent, we recogni ze the need
for research, including a literature review, to determne the
factors that influence the size of caribou popul ations. The
interrel ati onships of these factors should al so be researched and
a coordinated approach taken to mtigate, as far as practical,
all the negative inpacts. Forestry, Lands and WIldlife wll
ensure research prograns are coordinated and focused on areas
ghere_ current data are insufficient to make effective land use

eci si ons.

Know edge of the location of Al berta caribou range has
been generalized on the attached map. As new data are obtai ned,
the extent of individual ranges will be refined and the key areas
within themidentified.
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For further infornation,

D rector, Forest Land Use Branch
A berta Forest Service
Al berta Departnent of

Forestry, Lands and Wldlife
Br amal ea Bui | di ng

5th Floor, 9928 - 108 Street
Ednont on, Al berta

T5K 2M4

Attention: M. Don Fregren
Tel ephone: (403) 427-3588
C B Smth

Deputy M ni st er
Al berta Departnent of
Forestry, Lands and Wldlife

Attachments (2)
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contact:

Drector, P anning & CGeol ogy
Resource Agreenents Branch

Al berta Departnent of Energy
Petrol eum M aza, South Tower
I[1th Floor, 9915 - 108 Street
Ednonton, Al berta

T5K 29

Attention: Ms. Diana Purdy
Tel ephone: (403) 427-7749
M F. Kanik

Deputy M ni ster
Al berta Departnent of Energy
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PROCEDURAL GUIDE FOR PETROLEUM AND NATURAL GAS ACTIVITY
ON CARIBOU RANGE

INTRODUCTION:

Petroleum and natural gas exploration and devel opnent
activities can occur on caribou range, provided the integrity of
the habitat is maintained to support its use by caribou.

Wodl and caribou are classified as "endangered® in
Al berta in accordance wth Aberta s WIdlife Act. They are
particularly vul nerable because they adapt poorly to changes in
their habitat and have low reproductive rates. Anmong the many
factors that may influence their nunbers are the follow ng:
predation, habitat |oss, Native hunting, poaching, harassnent and
di st ur bance.

To fulfill the government's managenent intent for caribou
as outlined in the 1982 Fish and WIldlife Policy and the 1984
Fish and Wldlife Status Docunent, it is necessary to carefully
manage activity on caribou range. This Procedural Quide is the
first conponent of a nmulti-sectoral, i nt egrat ed approach by
government to manage woodl and caribou in Al berta.

To guide petroleumand natural gas activity on caribou

range, an inplenmentation strategy has been devel oped. The
Al berta Departnent of Forestry, Lands and Wldlife (AW, in
consultation wth the energy industry, wll develop and apply

detailed and site-specific operating guidelines and conditions in
accordance with this Procedural Quide. Quidelines and conditions
wll be inplemented by FLWthrough existing referral and approval
pr ocesses.

| mpl enentation of the Procedural Quide wll be governed
by the follow ng five principles:

1. FOREWARN | NDUSTRY - Industry wll be made aware of
potential restrictions on caribou range access and
operating procedures in advance of their investnent

in ol and gas interests so they can assess the
relative costs of operating in these areas. Thi s
information wll allow industry to (a) make

investment decisions, (b) plan activities, and (c)
work cooperatively with governnent field staff.
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Al parcels that are located in caribou range, and
are advertised in the Public Oferings of Gown
Petrol eum and Nat ur al Gs Rghts, will have
acconpanyi ng addenda that state "access is subject to
SﬁeCi ic restrictions. " General information about
the nature and location of these restrictions wll be

available from the FLW Fish and Wldife (RW
Dvision' s contact person indicated in the addenda.
Mre detailed information wll be available from F&W
when surface | ease applications are nade. The | eve
and specificity of i nformation avail abl e to
prospective bidders wll robably be nore genera
than the information available on a quarter-section
basis to surface |ease applicants.

PLANNED & COCRDI NATED DEVELCPMENT - Were possi bl e,
petrol eum and natural gas exploration and devel opnent
activities within caribou range should be planned and

coor di nat ed. The Fish and Wldlife D vision nust be
sufficiently informed to enable their staff to assess
t he intensity of seismc exploration activit

pr oposed for a given caribou range for eac
I ndi vidual season, and consequently to provide sound

advice to approval agenci es. This may inply
pre-season deadlines for seismc approvals, (for
I nst ance, Sept enber 1). It may also inply

restrictions on the nunber of seismc prograns
approved, or it may inply coordinated or group
progr ans.

If the nunber of prograns is limted and access is
granted on a first-cone, first-served basis, the
posting cycle nmay have to be extended or it may be
necessary to defer the sale of offered parcels to
allow sufficient access to maintain effective
conpetition. The intent is to mnimze the intensity
of seismc activity where it affects the integrity of
the caribou habitat

Pool and field devel oprent wll require nore
effective communication between FLW and the Energy
Resources (Conservation Board (ERB). The ERCB has,
as one of its mnmandates pursuant to the Energy
Resources Conservation Act, the authority "to contro
pollution and ensure environment conservation in the

expl oration for, pr ocessi ng, devel opnent and
transportation of energy resources and energy." The
ERCB wll strongly  support al | efforts for
coordi nated energy developnent, and to the extent

possible wthin its mandate, wll work directly with
FLW the Departnment of Energy and industry to assist
in this process.
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Expl orati on and devel opnent activities wthin caribou
range should also be viewed from a  broader
perspective than on a well-by-well application basis
to ensure the pace of developnent is controlled.
However , government will continue to ensure |essees
receive an equitable share of the resource. The
gover nnent may also encourage the adoption of
producti on-sharing agreenents during the devel opnent
phase to maintain equity anmong operators. The
objective is to reduce the intensity of the negative
I mpacts on the cari bou range.

Use of common access by conpanies active in caribou
range wll be encouraged where practical. Forestry,
Lands and WlIldlife wll ensure all resource
extraction activity is coordinated to mnimze
negative i npacts on the cari bou habitat.

GOVERNMENT _AND | NDUSTRY GOCOCPERATION - Wodl and
cari bou shoul d be secure in the use of their habitat.
To achieve this goal, there nust be cooperation
between governnent and industry staff. The Regi onal
Resource Managenent Commttees (RRM3s) of FLWw |
establish Standing Commttees (S3) for individual
areas when required. Commttee nenbers wll be
operationally oriented, have a vested interest in
cooperative resource nmanagenent and be able to
participate in effective, I nt egr at ed,
deci si on- maki ng.

Menbership on the SGs for each area wll include
conpanies operating in the area, the A berta Forest
Service (AFS, FQW ERCB and Al berta Energy. |

coordi nation and decision-making wll be enhanced,
representatives wth broader industry interests may
be included. The prinme purpose of the SGs, however,
will be to foster cooperation, to share information
and advice on the Ilevel of protection required for
the caribou, and to develop area-specific mtigation
plans. They will devel op a practical approach to oil
and gas activitg in each area. The plans and
strategies wll be prepared for the RRMC by the SGs,
and wll be consistent wth provincial policy and
I npl emented through existing referral and approval
processes. | f deened necessary, SCs should conmence
the devel opnent of guidelines sufficiently early to
assi st industrial planning.

In cooperation with the participating oil and gas
operators, FLWstaff wll nonitor and assess the risk
to caribou, and if justified, request that operators
nodify their activities.
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4.

FLEXIBLE APPROACH - Flexibility will be required on
the part of both the energy industry in its approach

to ol and gas developnent, and regulatory and
governnent agencies in the application of their
r egul at or authority. perating condi ti ons,

devel oped in cooperation with the industry, wll take
into account seasonal variations, the range-specific

requirenments of the  caribou, and  practical
limtations on operations inposed by safety and the
physi cal  environnent. Agencies requiring specific

conditions should explain and justify the rationale
for the conditions early in the process as a part of
t he cooperative nmanagenent effort.

If planning efforts and mtigation plans have not
been successful and access has not been granted in
tine to satisfy commtnents, extensions of agreenent
terms subject to Section 8 of the Mnes and Mneral s
Act will be considered.

Should the government decide developnment of an
agr eenent is not in the public interest, t he
provisions of the Mnes and Mnerals Act, M ner al
R ghts Conpensati on Regul ati ons, may apply.

MANAGE ACCESS - Access should be managed to protect

caribou. To control or limt access, restrictions on
timng, limtations on the devel opnent of new access
and closure of existing access nay be considered.
More specifically, the nunber of permanent roads into
cari bou range should be mnimzed and, if devel oped,
shoul d have as few entry points as possible.
Provision exists to apply access restrictions as a
condition of the specific activity or disposition
when approved or issued, respectively.
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by the
Division
Operations Branch, Habitat Section
Last wpdats Jusne 1891

FOREETRY. LAKDS AND WRLDLIE
CARIBOU RANGES

1. Precedural Guidelinss apply ta thess
2. This map may be updsted withowt et
3 Updnuancudcﬂ.u

Fish end Wildiife
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